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meta*morphoeses

to change strikingly the appearance
or character...or circumstances

Berlin is a city in perma-
nent change — almost a con-
tradiction in terms. About
100 years ago, one of
its famous critics wrote:
“Berlin’s destiny is always
to be under construction
and never to be finished.”
When visitors come to
Berlin, they never cease
to notice the incredible
amount of building activity.
The whole city is like a
moderm airport, you can never
see it without seeing at least
a bit of scaffolding or some
immense building crane.

In many instances, Berlin
is like New York. Just as people
often say about the Big Apple:
“New York City would be a
great place, if they’d only fin-
ish building it!”, so they say
about Berlin.

Ask just about any
American what terms come
to mind when Berlin is
mentioned and the answer
is likely to be: Blockade or
Airlift; The Berlin Wall, or:
President John F. Kennedy's
famous quote “Ich bin ein
Berliner” (I am a Berliner),
and also the fall of the Wall
in 1989.

The Berlin Airlift 1948-1949
Photograph by Henry Ries

Each of those events was
cataclysmic — they impacted
the lives of millions of men,
women and children and have
to a great extent, left their mark
on the city of today.

In Berlin everything has
two sides. This continual-
ly shifting relationship
between history and the
present, this is what makes
Berlin.

Hermann Rudolph
Publisher, Berlin newspa-
per Tagesspiegel

Berlin Metamorphoses is
a film about such a city —
caught in the tangled web of
history, both a subject and
an object of historical research,
but mostly a place where today,
3.5 million people live, work
and enjoy the delights of a true
world metropolis.



Television Tower and the Dome
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

When we talk about
cities, we usually compare
them to each other first in
terms of their size, whereby
the largest cities are those
with the largest number
of inhabitants. Some cities
have more than 20 million
inhabitants — in such terms,
Berlin is not so big — at
the beginning of the 21st
century with a population of
3,500,000, in the mid 1900’s
it grew to about 4,500,000. In
terms of population though,
it is one of the largest cities
in Germany and one of the
largest cities in Europe.

In terms of area Berlin is
very large. With its approxi-
mately 345 square miles it
can compete with New York
City (305 square miles),
with London (600 square
miles) and with Paris (only
41 square miles). Much of
the city is covered by forest
and the city has numerous
large lakes and other recre-

ation areas — which made it
possible for the city to survive
the blockade fiomJune 1948 until
May 1949 and the isolation of
the Cold War until 1989. After
the fall of the Berlin Wall,
Germany was reunited on
October 3, 1990. The German
government then made the
decision to move the capital
back to Berlin.

Map of present day Germany
with Berlin as the Capital

Berlin is the capital, and
that's new for everyone
in Germany. [ hope, now
that we are in such a large
city with millions of peo-
ple, that we’ll want to look
beyond Germany and be
involved with the rest of
Europe.

Johannes Rau

President of Germany
October 2001

EARLY HISTORY

In terms of large European
cities, Berlin is relatively young.
Of course there are cities like
Athens or Rome, which date
back several thousand years, but
even Paris and London are men-



tioned around the year 800, and
such German cities as Cologne
(“colony”) and Bonn (“castrum
bonum” = “good fortress™)
were founded by the Romans
along the Rhine 2000 years ago.

While the earliest mention
of Berlin dates from the
year 1237, the city is cer-
tainly about 100 years older
than that. It was established on
a shallow ford in the Spree
River — a junction that
could easily be negotiated
by travelling merchants; the
nearby forests were abun-
dant with game, and the
many lakes and the river
itself plentiful with fish.

In 1871 Berlin became the
capital of Germany. It also
became a major military
power, vying for colonies
and expanding its industrial
and cultural activities.

Germany greatly enlarged
its military power, expand-
ing industrial production and
acquiring colonies. Berlin,
as the German capital, prof-
ited greatly from this in cul-
ture, arts and the sciences.

The rise in power of
Germany and the arrogance
of its Kaiser, together with
the Austro-Hungarian unrest,
sparked tension among their
rivals Russia, France and
England, triggering a terrible
conflict known as the Great
War, lasting from 1914 until
1918. In the end, Germany was
defeated and lost valuable terri-

tories to its neighbors and
enemies Poland and France.
Germany was saddled with an
immense burden of reparations,
owed to the victors. The burden
of obtaining this money -
Germany had lost all of its
colonies - led to humiliation,
inflation and unemployment.

Berlin went through major
upheavals in the years
following 1918, after their
defeat in World War 1. In
the period between 1918
and 1933 Berlin became the
central city in Germany, and
Berlin boomed, especially
in music, literature and the
other arts.

Berlin had its roaring
twenties known in Germany
as the “Golden Twenties”
and became a major attrac-
tion for globetrotters from
many nations.

THE RISE OF HITLER

But bad economic condi-
tions overwhelmed every-
thing and it set the stage for
the rise to power of Adolf
Hitler and the National Socialists,
known as the Nazis, who prom-
ised employment and food. In
January 1933 he was appointed
Chancellor of Germany, and
became the head of the German
government.

With Hitler as Chancellor,
the idea of a democratic
government, which had been
the case in the 1920's and
early 1930's changed, as the



Nazi regime began to create
a dictatorship. The Nazis
arrested and sent off to what
later became known as con-
centration camps his politi-
cal enemies, members of
the Communist Party and
other outspoken political
and cultural figures.

Then, Hitler announced
that he would rid the
country of Jews. In 1933
his Nazi Party boycotted
Jewish-owned shops. Later
Jews were thrown out of
their jobs as professors and
civil servants, so they could
no longer legally practice
medicine or law; thousands
left legally between 1934
and 1939, many were
forced to leave, butafter 1941
most Jews left were deported
to concentration camps.

WORLD WAR I

The Second World War
was started by Hitler on
September 1, 1939 with the
invasion of Poland. Hitler’s
armies went on to conquer
many nations throughout
Europe. This would sow the
seeds for the division of
Europe after 1945. In June
1941, Hitler invaded the
Soviet Union, despite the
non-aggression pact he
had signed with the Soviet
leader Stalin in 1939. On
December 7, 1941 Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor, and
this led to the United States
entering the war against the

Axis powers of Japan,
Germany and Italy. World
War II was being waged on
all fronts in Europe, Asia
and around the world. An
alliance between the United
States, the United Kingdom
and the Soviet Union was
forged. The tide began to
turn in 1943 when Hitler’s
armies suffered a major
setback at the battle of
Stalingrad in February 1943
and with the defeat of the
Nazis in Northern Africa.
From then on, and especial-
ly after the Allied invasion
of Europe at Normandy
in France, which became
known as D-Day on June
6, 1944 the German army
was on the defensive;
added to this was the
intense bombing cam-
paign, culminating in the
destruction of many
German cities, in 1944 and
1945.

Berlin 1945
Photograph by Henry Ries

When Germany was
forced to sign an uncondi-
tional surrender on May
8th, 1945, Berlin was in
ruins.



The destruction of the
European Jews by Hitler
and the Nazi dictatorship
has figured in all the discus-
sions about Germany since
1945. Of Berlin’s 175,000
Jews in 1933, 56,000 were
killed, 6,000 survived in
Berlin and the rest managed
to escape or emigrate. It is
important to remember that
that figure represents the
Jews of Berlin murdered
under Hitler's dictatorship —
throughout Nazi occupied
Europe the toll was 6,000,000
murdered Jews.

Reunion of Jewish Citizens
returning to Berlin in 1947
Photograph by Henry Ries

Since Hitler’s 12 year
reign of terror originated in
Berlin, it is not surprising to
discover that Berlin was a
center of the resistance, nor
that the reign of terror also
left a mark on Berlin no less
than on all of Europe. In
many ways, the results are
still visible in Berlin.

Whereas Germany itself
lost much of its Eastern ter-
ritories, the rest was divided
into four zones of occupa-
tion and Berlin into four
occupation sectors; the
Western allies occupied
three sectors in the Western
part of Berlin and the Soviet
Union the Eastern sector of
Berlin.

Occupied Berlin 1945-1989
Map by Vincent MacTiernan

Berlin Metamorphoses shows
many scenes of devastation.
Many people think that Berlin
was completely destroyed, but
in fact “only” about forty per-
cent of the dwellings were unin-
habitable. However, tens of
thousands of people were
homeless and destitute.

OCCUPIED BERLIN

The first years after the
1945 Nazi defeat in Berlin
were marked by deprivation
and even starvation. While
the Red Army dismantled as
much machinery and as many
factories as possible, the
Western allies took meas-
ures to allow Germans to
feed, clothe and house them-



to topple the regime of
Saddam Hussein.

In September2002, Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder was in a
political battle to be re-elect-
ed. He referred to the US plan
to invade Iraq as an "adventure"
and said Germany would not
send troops to support the
planned attack against Iraq.

A chancellor who was quite
far behind felt that the dis-
cussion of a possible attack
on Iraq had stretched the
consensus for military action
in Germany. But, he also saw
an election issue and he
used it.

John Kornblum, former
US. Ambassador to Gemmany

This led to a  split
between the United States
and Germany. In effect, Mr.
Schroeder was stating what
a majority of Germans felt.
So this led to his being
narrowly re-elected as
Chancellor. In the winter of
2002-2003 there was a
tremendous  controversy
and debate centered on the
United Nations Security
Council where the perma-
nent members led by France
and Russia opposed the
US led invasion of Iraq.
Germany was a part of this
opposition. For many months,
the US and Germany were
“not on speaking terms.”

Although Germany did
not directly participate in
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the overthrow of Saddam
Hussein in Iraq; Germany
provided support in terms
of guarding U.S. military
bases located in Germany,
allowing the use of over-
flights, many of the wound-
ed US military were airlift-
ed to US military hospitals
located in Germany.

But in the course of time,
the relationship returned to
a more normal dialogue,
although there are many
differences of opinion. Itisa
complex and long standing
relationship between the two
countries.

There has been, there was a
special relationship between
Germany and the United
States, but the power is with
the United States. One has
to understand that which we
strove for, the United States,
after World War II, a demil-
itarization of the Germans,
has in fact taken place.
That's what we wanted. In
a way we have to live
with what we aimed at- the
Germans are very leery
of violence, of war, of
bombing.

Fritz Stern

Historian & Author

A NEW JEWISH COMMUNITY

Important in the life of
Berlin was the Jewish com-
munity, especially the mem-



bers who came to Berlin or
returned to it after the war.

There are now several
memorials to the Jews. One
can be seen in the film — the
Mirror Wall in the Berlin
district of Steglitz. Still, the
way Jews feel in Berlin —
now there are about 20,000
— is important for the well-
being of the city.

The dynamic that is
rebuilding this city and
this country. For the first
time, I have the opportunity
to speak with young
Germans without always
thinking only about my
own past. Together, we have
had the chance to reconsider
what must still be done, and
1 hope that we can work
constructively together in
the future. We can t forget the
past, but, working together,
we can overcome it.
Gerhart Riegner
October2001

When major visitors come
to the city such as Gerhart
Riegner, the Berliner who,
from his office in Geneva
“blew the whistle” on the
concentration camps in
1942 — Berliners listen —
Riegner died only three
months after speaking at the
Humboldt University at a
gathering in October 2001.

As the story in the docu-
mentary shows, some Jews
in Berlin are beginning to
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feel a normalcy that many
thought would never hap-
pen; nowadays there are bar
mitzvahs and weddings.

This is particularly inter-
esting, because, in this
case, this is a family that
came from Russia. When
such a bar mitzvah is cele-
brated in Berlin, this is a
very special thing. The
Jewish people live and
survive.

Rabbi Y. Ehrenberg
Jewish Community Berlin

Many Jews are major
forces in culture, and they
all have very different back-
grounds: the conductor Daniel
Barenboim, head of the
Berlin Opera, was born in
Argentina, but is a citizen of
Israel; Michael Blumenthal,
head of the Jewish Museum,
was born near Berlin and shut-
tles between his home in
Princeton, New Jersey and
Berlin; Daniel Libeskind,
the architect who designed
the Jewish Museum, was
born in Poland and lived in
Berlin while the museum
was being built. Gary Smith,
the Director of the American
Academy in Berlin, although
from Texas, has been a long-
time resident of Berlin.

THE BERLIN IMMIGRANTS

A large capital city cannot
really exist without foreign-
ers, and Berlin is hardly any



different than Paris, London
and New York — of the cur-
rent 3,500,000 inhabitants,
about 500,000 are foreign-
ers — mostly Turks, Serbians
and Croatians. For the most
part they are just like the
other inhabitants, except for
the struggle of adapting to a
new culture; special schools
and training programs that
are helping to alleviate these
problems, but, as the former
head of the Agency for
Foreigners, Barbara John, says,
there is still much to do.

If we see the realities and
if we really want to bring
about changes in our edu-
cational system, in our
labor market,and in our
vocational system, we can
be successful, because
they want to be successful
here. And they have adopt-
ed Berlin as their new home.
Barbara John

Berlin Government Official
Speaking in 2001

THE FALL OF THE WALL

The 70s and 80s were a
period of unusual activity in

Berlin — not only in build-
ing, but also in all kinds of
commercial and cultural
activity. In 1987, a special
visitor, Ronald Reagan,
used his visit to Berlin, and
at the Brandenburg Gate he
challenged the General
Secretary of the Soviet
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Communist Party, Mikhail
Gorbachev.

General Secretary Gorbachey, if
you seek peace, come here to this
gate. Tear down this wall.
President Ronald Reagan
Speaking at the Brandenburg Gate
June 1987

Two years later, the wall
fell — on November 9th,
1989.

November 9th is a special
day in German history, for
both good and bad events.
In 1918 the monarchy fell, a
republic was proclaimed; in
1923 Hitler marched on the
Bavarian government, in
1938 the Nazis staged a
nation-wide pogrom which
left thousands of Jewish-
opened shops without win-
dows and goods to sell, and
which resulted in thousands
of Jews being tortured and
thrown into jail.

Brandenburg Gate
November 9, 1989

Now, November 9th is a
date of rejoicing, as well as
remembrance. On that date in
1989 thousands of East Berliners
flooded into the city at mid-
night, dancing on the wall,
starting to tear it down bit



by bit — and for every East
Berlin visitor to the West,
100 DM (approx. $70.00)
was given to them as a present.

All the border crossings
were open, before long, in
1990, free elections were
held in East Germany, and
on October 3rd, 1990, East
Germany melted into the
Federal Republic — a revo-
lution was fought and won
and not a single shot was
fired, as some historians
and journalists call today in
the Czech Republic, the
Velvet Revolution, since
the collapse of communism
took place throughout
Eastern Europe.

The Reichstag
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

The Reichstag — in the
Tiergarten district of Berlin
and therefore on the
Western side — is the build-
ing of the former national
parliament of Germany —
and of the current one,
known as the Bundestag, or
Federal Assembly. It was
built between 1884 and
1894, partially gutted by a
fire in 1933 and almost pul-
verized by Red Army artillery

in 1945. Because it is so
solid and such a major sym-
bol of division, of unity, of
the open German question,
it was rebuilt between 1961
and 1971. In that year, the
Bulgarian born New York
artist Christo and his wife
Jeanne-Claude started work
on getting permission to wrap
the Reichstag, and, in 1995,
after 24 years, the results
were enough to attract
5,000,000 people.
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Christo & Jeanne-Claude
Photograph by Diane Love
As seen in the film, the
speaker of the Bundestag,
Wolfgang Thierse, welcomed
the Christos on the occasion
of a major retrospective exhi-
bition in September 2001.

The Dome at the Reichstag
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

The new dome, designed
by British architect Sir
Norman Foster, is a trans-



parent structure, meant to
symbolize the openness of
the reunited Germany, or as
Sir Norman declared "A
New Germany". In 1999, the
Reichstag was dedicated and
became the seat of the
German Parliament, the
Bundestag.

REUNIFICATION

Just as the last war, the 40
years of East German dicta-
torship in East Berlin have
left lasting, mostly painful
memories.

The documentary tells the
story of one of the prisons
in former East Berlin
where, along with other
prisons, during the 40
years of dictatorship the
Communists incarcerated as
many as 250,000 persons.
Just how intolerable the sit-
uation was can be seen from
the footage showing young
men trying to swim the
Spree River to freedom.
There are crosses close to
the river edge commemo-
rating the deaths of those
who didn’t make it.

Joachim Gauck, once a
pastor in Rostock and mem-
ber of the movement of
moral resistance and then
upon reunification, was
chosen to oversee the
immense archives of the East
German secret police, was
born in 1940. He says that
until 1989 he only experi-
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enced dictatorship; until
1945 that of the Nauzis,
between 1945 and 1989 that
of the Communists. It is
only now that he under-
stands what it feels like to
be free.

Joachim Gauck
Photograph by Diane Love

One of the biggest prob-
lems is that the changing
of attitudes, of mentality, is
very slow. And that'’s what
1 have learned during this
ten years of changing.
Joachim Gauck

REBUILDING

Berlin has always been a
city on the move — expand-
ing, contracting, a city of
people bursting with cre-
ativity and ideas.

Does Berlin’s past offer
any clues to what Berlin’s
future will be like?

Until 1933 Berlin was a
large industrial city with a
formidable work force. From
1933 until 1945 it was the
capital of the Nazi regime.
After Hitler’s defeat in May
1945, the city was occupied
by the four powers of the



United States, Great Britain,
Soviet Union, and France. It
lost its influence and posi-
tion as the capital of Germany.
It was not the main city — in
the sense that London and
Paris are — of long-standing
national states and even of
empires, so that many
aspects of a capital city —
center of publishing, of
finance, for theatres, muse-
ums, libraries — are now
located in other large
German cities.

Potsdamer Platz
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

Until 1990, both parts of
the city were heavily subsi-
dized by their national gov-
ernments — statistics show
that West Berlin’s budget
was subsidized up to 53%
by the government in Bonn,
which until reunification,
was the capital of the
Federal Republic of Germany.

Figures for East Berlin are
unavailable due to the inaccu-
rate records from the former
Communist regime of East
Germany. With the collapse
of that regime in East Berlin,
that money used for schools,
hospitals, theatres, libraries
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and other public services was
lost. Little, if any funds, came
from Bonn. In 1991 the par-
liament in Bonn voted to
make Berlin — all of Berlin,
East and West, the capital and
have the federal government
and parliament moved back to
Berlin. The Federal Minister of
Finance pledged that the Berlin
budget would be subsidized
for the transition period, but
subsidies ended abruptly in
January of 1995.

Since then, Berlin’s budg-
et has been in major trouble,
and ever since, the main
politicians have been strug-
gling to find ways to find
new revenues and cut
spending.

And since many items in
the budget cannot be altered
— civil servants’ salaries,
and pensions for example —
the government tries to
reduce spending for cultural
institutions such as theaters
and museums, for educa-
tional institutions and other
state supported organiza-
tions. And with unemploy-
ment, which means lower tax
revenues combined with higher
unemployment benefits, Berlin
is struggling to be just another
city, let alone be the leader
and the new capital of
Germany after fifty years of
the country being divided.

The biggest problem,
however, is that in many
ways Berlin is still two



cities, and the challenge for
making reunification a fact
will take time. But there
are signs of this with the
younger generations.

Were so close to the border
here. If we want to grow
together; then we shouldnt
differentiate between East
and West anymore. We have
to take students from all
over.

Anita Maechler

Berlin High School Principal

However, for the older
generations, many stay at
home. It is rare that a person
living in East Berlin travels
to West Berlin. Still, after a
decade and a half, many
West Berliners don’t ever
visit East Berlin — except

for the main theatres,
concert halls and other
major public buildings,

which are located in what is
called "Mitte", the center of
Berlin.

Brandenburg Gate
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

The Brandenburg Gate
is the center and the area
radiates out from there,

and nearby the rebuilt
Potsdamer Platz is a show-

case of new buildings and
the challenge is to have the
people come, to create the
vibrant city of past memories.

East Berliners have a
much higher unemployment
rate — and nowadays many
think that life — cushioned
at a lower comfort level, but
cushioned was better
before 1989 than it is today.

There’s an old Brecht quote:
“Those were the trials of the
mountains. Before us are the
trials of the plains. We have
all of the pain and joy of the
mountains behind us. And
now the question is how will
we cross the plains. They
will be much wider than we
ever thought before.”

Hermann Rudolph
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Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

The challenges to the city
are therefore manifold: how
to create a single city, a single
mentality despite immense
financial burdens and pres-
sures — in a way, like trying to
fight with one hand tied
behind one’s back.



This is an example of how
two different societies have
merged, how two halves of a
city can grow together. Two
halves whose peoples have
been socialized differently
and who have different men-
talities. We have a city here
that isn't finished yet.

Klaus Wowereit
Governing Mayor of Berlin
speaking in 2001

Berliners are resilient, and
since this city has experi-
enced so much in its history
it is a reminder of the need
to remember history, but
also to look to the future.

Russian Army War Memorial
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

Berlin will always remain
a city where the history of
the twentieth century is
inscribed. And, I think it
would be wrong to have
this somehow covered by
other things. It a kind of
tapestry, which is still far
from being completed.
But, I think a lot of people
work on that.

Joachim Sattorius
Director, Berlin Festivals

What will, what can the
future of Berlin be? Part of
the answer lies in the future
of Germany. The American
historian David Clay Large
writes that shifting the capi-
tal from Bonn to Berlin is
not quite enough in order to
claim a new identity.
“Nonetheless”, he writes,
“it might just be that Berlin,
the city where the Germans
have experienced the peaks
and depths of their national
experience can help show
the way.”

Looking to the Future
Photograph by Henry Ries

The contents of the guide a& the
responsibility of the writer and editor
of the publication.



Some questions fodiscussion and eflection:

* In what year did World War II end? Who occupied Berlin
after the Nazis were defeated?

* When did the Berlin Airlift take place? And why did the
Soviets blockade Berlin?

* Why and when was the Berlin Wall built?
* How would you feel if, from one day to the next, you
were physically cut off from all your friends and relatives,

even in the same city, and sometimes on the same street?

* When did John F. Kennedy speak to the Berliners? What
is his famous phrase?

¢ When was the fall of the Berlin Wall?
* Why did the Jewish people return to Berlin?

* What would it feel like to live in Berlin after the fall of
the Berlin Wall, learning to be a part of a reunified society?

* What would you advise the Berliners to do to realize
their hopes for the future?

The End of the Berlin Blockade- May 1949
Photograph by Henry Ries
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The Quadriga atop the Brandenburg Gate
Photograph by Stephan Rateitschak

Some suggestions foiur ther reading:

Anthony Beevor: Berlin, The Downfall 1945, Viking Press,
London, 2002

Giles MacDonogh: Berlin: A Portrait of Its History,
Politics, Architecture, and Society, St. Martin’s Griffin,
New York 1999

Alexandra Richie: Fausts Metropolis, A History of Berlin,
Carroll & Graf Publishers, New York 1998

David Clay Large, Berlin, Basic Books New York, 2000

Fritz Stern: Dreams and Delusions: The Drama of German
History, Alfred A. Knopf, New York, 1987

Andreas Nachama, et al: Jews in Berlin, Henschel Verlag,
Berlin 2002

W. Michael Blumenthal: The Invisible Wall, Germans and
Jews: A personal exploration, Counterpoint, Washington,
D.C. 1998

Bernhard Schlink: The Reader, Vintage Books, New York
1997

Peter Schneider: Eduard's Homecoming, Farrar, Straus and
Giroux, New York 1999
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For additional updated information
and dialogue
visit
WWW.BERLINMETAMORPHOSES.COM

The Brandenburg Gatel &
September 14, 2001
Photograph by Diane Love
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